
Houses and Stones of the Disappeared in Loštice 

 

The exhibition focuses on the houses in which members of the local Jewish 

community lived before the Second World War. These are well-known Loštice 

houses, the history of which is somewhat hidden from passers-by and often also 

from their current inhabitants. 

A total of 18 houses are documented in the exhibition; In five of them, there 

were family establishments engaged in the production of tvarůžky cheese. 

Individual panels acquaint visitors with the results of long-term research, which 

is based on the memories of eyewitnesses and the study of archival materials. 

The exhibition was prepared by the Respect and Tolerance association, which, 

in cooperation with the town of Loštice, has been placing the stones of  

the disappeared into the sidewalks in front of the above-mentioned houses since 

2017. 

Stones of the disappeared with the names of the victims are laid at the houses, 

from which the Nazis forcibly evicted the Jewish population to concentration 

camps. However, these stones can also be placed in front of the houses of 

euthanasia victims, Roma victims, political prisoners, resistance fighters and 

other persecuted citizens. 

 

The project – stones of the disappeared “ that you have to stumble over” –  

was created years ago in Germany. It is called there the Stolpersteine project.  

The author of the project, Gunter Demnig, laid the first stone on December 16, 

1992 in front of the Cologne City Hall. To this day, he lays the stones of the 

disappeared all over Europe. In 2017, he personally laid eight stones at two 

addresses here in Loštice. At present, more than 100,000 stones of the 

disappeared are installed in numerous countries in Europe. Gunter Demnig 

has received several awards for his work, including the German Cross of Merit.  

In Loštice, 18 stones of the disappeared have already been laid. In our country 

Stolpersteine are called the stones of the disappeared, which is a reminder  

of the Jewish Museum in Prague's project from 2000 called Neighbors Who 

Disappeared. At that time, the students of the Loštice High School under  

the leadership of teacher František Kobza were also successfully involved 

in this project. Students of the Loštice High School also took part in the first 

stone laying in the town on September 21, 2017.  

 

Gunter Demnig found inspiration for the stones of the disappeared in the words 

of the Talmud:  

 

"A man is forgotten only when his name is forgotten." 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

First stones od the disappeared in Loštice, Gunter Demnig, 2017 



 


