HISTORY OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LOSTICE

1544 The oldest written record of a Jewish settlement in LoStice,
At that time, the town belonged to the Bouzov manor and
its the owner was Vaclav Haugvic of Biskupice.

1554 Establishment of a Jewish cemetery by the road to Palonin.

ca 1560 Construction of the first wooden synagogue in the Jewish
quarter near the parish church.

1618-48 The Thirty Years' War ended the period of prosperity
in our country. The whole town, including the synagogue,
was devastated and about half of the Jewish houses remained
uninhabited.

1651 Construction of a new wooden synagogue. The Lostice Jewish
community began to grow gradually, as emigrants from
Poland, Lithuania and Ukraine settled here, fleeing from the
persecution caused by the Khmelnytsky Uprising (1648-1656).

1727 Relocation of the Jewish quarter from the parish church area
to the western edge of the town (Zadlovickéa and Ztracena
Streets). Translocation Rescript, issued in 1726 by Emperor
Charles VI ordered the eviction of Jewish inhabitants who
lived near Catholic churches and the creation of closed Jewish
ghettos. In Lostice, the decree was resolved by a dignified
exchange of houses between Christian and Jewish owners.

1781-88 The reforms of Emperor Joseph Il began to remove
the most serious discriminatory regulations, made education
more accessible and prepared the conditions
for the integration of Jews into main society.

1782 A Jewish school was established in Lostice. At the request
of the Jewish community, Josef Cap, a teacher at the local
Christian school, took over the teaching.



1805-06 Reconstruction of the synagogue in the Classicist style,

in which it has survived to the present day.

1848-49 The revolutionary events brought about a major
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reorganization of the state administration and a big
improvement in the rights of all citizens. Jews were granted
full civil rights for the first time (added in 1867). They were
allowed to move at will, to work in any profession, to marry
freely, and to hold public office.

The Christian and Jewish communities in LoStice merged into
one administrative unit, governed by a common council.
There were 483 Jews living in the city, which represented
17% of the population.

There were 115 people of Jewish faith living in LoStice.

From 1848 onwards, the number of Jewish inhabitants

in the city gradually declined as some families took advantage
of their newly acquired freedoms and moved to larger cities
and industrial centers.
A total of 44,255 Jews lived in Moravia at that time.

The last resident rabbi of Lostice, Dr. Asriel Giinzig, who had
served his community since 1899, left the town. After that,
the Olomouc rabbi Dr. Berthold Oppenheim took over

the religious duties.

The former Jewish Quarter was affected by a major fire that
destroyed 16 houses. The fire started in the house of Max
Eckstein, a Jewish tvartzky cheese producer. 30 fire
departments battled the blaze.

The beginning of the German occupation and persecution
of the Jewish population. The synagogue was closed and its
furnishings confiscated. The building was used as

a Wehrmacht warehouse.



1942 On June 22, all 59 Jewish citizens from Lostice were deported
to Theresienstadt and from there to other camps. Of this
number, only three people survived and returned to Lostice.

1945 The Jewish community in LoStice was not renewed.
2014 Completion of the reconstruction of the synagogue and

establishment of a permanent museum display.

Nize uvedenou fotografii a napis nahradit fotografii v PDF Our place
of birth

Our place of birth is the place of childhood and so a place of the most powerful
emotions, impressions and experiences. There is no need to return there since
we really never left, wherever we may be.

Karel Capek, 1938



