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Jacques was born in 1904 in the Loštice synagogue, where his father Asriel worked as a rabbi. In the summer of 1920,  

the family moved to Antwerp. However, Jacques did not follow in his father's footsteps, he soon joined the political left-

wing movements, which, among other things, organized the departure of young people to Palestine. He volunteered to work 

for a farmer in Holland and on farms in Africa to gain experience in agriculture, which he then applied in Palestine. After 

two years, he went back to Belgium. In 1936, he and his wife Rachel left for Spain, where they both fought against Franco's 

fascists. In the midst of the fighting, their son Edgar was born there. Fortunately, they survived the war and all of them 

returned to Belgium.  

 

After the Nazis invaded Belgium in 1940, Jacques and Rachel joined the underground resistance. They found shelter for 

their son in a Christian family. Both Rachel and son Edgar survived the war, but Jacques was captured by the Gestapo and 

sent to the Mauthausen concentration camp, where he was shot on July 28, 1942, while trying to escape.  

 

Sabina was born in Loštice in 1901. After arriving in Antwerp, she married Simeon Sochor, with whom she had a son, 

whom they named after his grandfather Asriel. Together they also raised a son, Eugene, from her husband's first marriage. 

When the Nazis invaded Belgium in 1940, Sabina and her family fled to France. However, the authorities turned them back 

from Dunkirk, because Sabina only had Czechoslovak citizenship and Czechoslovakia no longer officially existed at that 

time. They were forced to return to Antwerp. During a raid on the Jews in 1942, Sabina and Simeon were arrested by 

the Gestapo and taken to Auschwitz, where they were both murdered.  

 

Shortly before the raid started, their three-year-old son Asriel and older son Eugene went for a walk with a relative, and this 

saved their lives. A relative, Aunt Rachel Gunzig (Jacques' wife), rescued them and found safe havens for them, 

where they both lived to see the end of the war. (Just as she herself found a similar hiding place for her own son Edgar.) 

 

Jacques and Sabina had two other sisters, Regina (born in 1898 in Krakow and Hilda born in 1910 in Loštice), who saved 

themselves by fleeing Belgium in time. Rabbi Asriel Gunzig and his wife died before the war.  



 

Jacques Gunzig (2.9.1904 Loštice ˗ 28.8.1942 Mauthausen) 

Sabina Gunzig (7.12.1001 Loštice ˗15.4.1942 Auschwitz) 

 
 

 
 

Jacques Gunzig with his son Edgar,  

Belgium ca 1939 



 

 
 

Jacques Gunzig Mauthausen, 28.8.1942 
 

Jacques was deported from Belgium to Mauthausen on July 17, 1942. Just 11 days later, he was shot while fleeing. 

He was recently identified in the photograph by his prison number 11552. Jacques Gunzig and many other Jewish prisoners 

in Mauthausen were shot while traying to escape. Guards often took prisoners in groups to a nearby forest and told them 

they could go pick mushrooms, strawberries or other fruits. After the prisoners dispersed, the SS organized a hunt for them 

and killed them. They wrote in the papers of all of them: shot on the run. 

 

 

 


